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It starts with a double homicide. Because of the high profiles of the victimsâ€”a politically connected

socialite and his glamorous fiancÃ©eâ€”the mayor of San Francisco herself demands that a

high-ranking detective be put on the case. And so Abe Glitsky is thrust into the controversial

investigation.Dan Cuneo, the officer already working the case, is immediately wary of Glitsky and

doesnâ€™t hide his distrust. Matters are made worse when Cuneo starts to focus on his primary

suspectâ€”who also happens to be an old girlfriend of Dismas Hardy. For Hardy and Glitsky, this is

an awkward and uncomfortable coincidence. But for Cuneo, itâ€™s proof positive of collusion, and

yet another instance of Glitsky cheating with his insider friends and cronies.Convinced that

Hardyâ€™s client is the wrong suspect, Glitsky breaks ranks within the police department to

continue his own investigation. As Hardyâ€™s murder trial builds to its stunning conclusion,

Glitskyâ€™s search for the truth does more than fuel suspicion against the two men. It reveals a trail

of deception that leads beyond San Francisco, where exposing desperate secrets can be the most

deadly offense. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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THE MOTIVE, the latest installment in the excellent series of legal thrillers/police procedurals by

John Lescroart, is an excellent sequel to the two previous stories in the series. THE FIRST LAW

(review 2/9/2003) was a completely atypical story in the series - it involved an incident that would

unavoidably alter the relationship of attorney Dismas (Diz) Hardy and Deputy Police Chief Abraham



(Abe) Glitsky forever as well as create a significant inflection point in both of their lives and careers.

THE SECOND CHAIR (review 4/22/2004) involves Hardy's initial attempts to regain his personal

and professional balance in the wake of that incident. In that novel, Hardy agrees to act as second

chair to one of his young associates who is tempted to engage in a plea bargain for her young client

in view of the apparently overwhelming evidence which the SFPD has assembled.This story begins

with a case of arson which Arnie Becker, the lead arson investigator, quickly determines also

involves a doulble homicide. The victims (although burned beyond visual recognition) are eventually

determined by the coroner to be Paul Hanover, a wealthy socialite with excellent political

connections, and his fiancee Michelle (Missy) D'Amiens. Dan Cuneo is the homicide detective

immediately assigned to investigate the murders. However, Mayor Kathy West is deeply concerned

about the murder of her friend and large campaign contributor Hanover and asks Glitsky to conduct

a parallel investigation of the case to ensure that it is solved as rapidly as possible.
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